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REPORT  OF  THE  SPRING  CHAPTER  MEETING 

The  1993  Spring  meeting  of  the  New  England  chapter  was  held  at  Connecticut  College,  on  Saturday  May  8.  The  morning 
began  with  welcoming  remarks  by  Brian  Rodgers,  the  College  Librarian.  He  noted  that  the  College  was  founded  as  a 
women's  institution  in  1915,  as  a  result  of  Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  deciding  it  could  no  longer  be  co- 
educational. Dr.  Noel  Zahler,  Chairperson  of  Music  and  Co-director,  Center  for  Arts  and  Technology  at  Connecticut 
College,  then  spoke  on  the  topic  of  "Towards  the  21st  century:  a  look  at  the  role  of  technology  in  colleges  and  college  music 
programs."  He  discussed  a  multi-disciplinary  approach  which  is  possible  at  a  small  institution  where  cross-pollination  of  ideas 
can  encourage  the  development  of  new  areas  of  research  and  study.  Connecticut  College  has  developed  a  major  in  cognitive 
science,  which  encompasses  courses  in  both  the  arts  and  sciences.  Under  the  Center  for  Arts  and  Technology,  twenty-one 
faculty  members  have  created  areas  of  study  and  developed  renaissance  teams.  Among  the  projects  specifically  developed 
by  the  music  department,  with  a  grant  from  Yamaha,  was  the  AICP  (artificial  intelligent  graphic  performer),  which  combines 
the  use  of  a  computer  with  optical  scanner  and  a  midi  interface  to  create  an  on-demand  "music  minus  one."  The  performer 
scans  any  score  into  the  computer,  and  the  midi  provides  the  accompaniment,  adjusting  to  the  imperfections  of  the  performer, 
as  the  musician  plays  the  part.  The  second  project  which  Dr.  Zahier  demonstrated  was  a  program  developed  for  the 
Macintosh  using  hypercard,  which  creates  a  pitch  matrix  for  composers.  The  composer  types  in  a  numerical  set  and  is  given 
a  listing  of  all  possible  permutations  of  that  set. 

Peter  Mundstedt,  MIT,  and  Jerry  McBride,  Middlebury  College,  delivered  the  next  session,  entitled  "New  technologies:  how 
do  they  fit  in  the  music  library?"  Peter  distributed  a  briefly  annotated  selective  bibliography  and  further  elaborated  on  some 
of  the  more  pertinent  sources.  Jerry  described  planning  for  technology  in  libraries  and  discussed  both  equipment  and  space 
needs  in  designing  such  a  facility.  [Ed.  note:  the  text  of  this  paper  appears  on  p.  5-7.] 

At  the  business  meeting  after  lunch,  the  election  results  were  announced.  Carolyn  Johnson,  Connecticut  College,  was  elected 
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect  and  Candice  Feldt,  Tufts  University,  is  the  new  Secretary/Treasurer.  James  Farrington,  Wesleyan 
University,  described  electronic  resources  in  his  talk  entitled  "Singing  the  body  internet:  a  primer  for  electronic  resources 
and  communications."  Establishing  a  connection  to  the  Wesleyan  mainframe  computer,  which  was  projected  for  all  to  view, 
he  displayed  several  library  catalogs  and  demonstrated  the  gopher  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  WAIS,  and  Veronica.  The 
afternoon  session  closed  with  a  brief  musical  interlude  by  the  Schwiffs,  a  women's  a  cappella  vocal  group  from  Connecticut 
College. 

Joy  Pile,  Member-at-Large 
Middlebury  College 
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}  }  i  Message  from  the  Chair  J>  }  } 

I  think  I  can  speak  for  the  entire  chapter  in  praising  the 
untiring  efforts  of  our  outgoing  Executive  Board  members 
Tish  Brennan  and  Lisa  Redpath.  From  my  point  of  view, 
they  were  both  a  real  pleasure  to  work  with:  very 
organized,  professional,  creative,  and  most  of  all,  fun.  Our 
chapter  is  very  fortunate  to  have  such  devoted  and  talented 
members. 


I  hope  to  convene  an  Executive  Board  meeting  sometime 
during  the  summer.  If  there  is  anything  you'd  like  the 
Board  to  discuss,  please  notify  me  or  Joy. 

Ann  Caldwell 
Brown  University 

}  }  J1  Message  from  the  Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect  }  }  } 

I  look  forward  to  serving  this  year  as  the  chairperson  of 
the  Program  Committee.  As  always,  a  committee  is  really 
a  team  effort,  and  NEMLA  is  well-represented  by  Robin 
Kibler,  Charlotte  Kolczynski,  and  Susan  Waddington.  This 
is  a  great  group,  and  I  believe  that  we  will  work  well 
together. 

The  Fall  1993  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  University  of 
Lowell,  and  Richard  Slapsys  is  in  the  midst  of  organizing 
a  very  interesting  program.  Watch  for  the  details  and  date 
(probably  early  October  on  a  Friday)  in  the  September 
issue  of  the  newsletter. 


I  hope  everyone  enjoyed  the  Connecticut  College  meeting. 
It  was  a  beautiful  day  and  the  meeting  ran  smoothly-that's 
success  from  my  point  of  view  as  Program  Chair. 
Particularly  gratifying  was  the  number  of  first-time 
attendees,  including  library  school  students.  Thanks  to  the 
NEMLA  Membership  Committee  (Millard  Irion,  Chair; 
Carol  Tatian,  Alice  Abraham,  Margaret  Chevian)  for  the 
various  activities  they  have  undertaken  in  recent  months. 
They've  obviously  paid  off!  Several  of  the  first-time 
attendees  commented  on  how  friendly  everyone  was  ...  one 
of  the  many  things  that  makes  our  chapter  so  special.  As 
a  relatively  new  member  of  NEMLA,  and  a  veteran  of  two 
other  chapters,  I  can  attest  to  the  camaraderie  of  the 
chapter  and  the  willingness  of  its  members  to  participate 
in  activities,  in  any  capacity. 

We  were  very  fortunate  to  have  Don  Roberts 
(Northwestern  University),  Past  President  of  MLA,  join  us. 
(One  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  Past  President  is  to 
serve  as  a  liaison  between  the  national  organization  and 
the  chapters.)  Not  only  did  Don  bring  his  infectious  good 
cheer,  but  also  some  thoughts  on  the  many  changes  in 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  effect  they  may  have  on  the 
musical  world  as  evidenced  by  the  various  manuscripts  and 
treasures  to  be  found  in  auction  catalogs  for  the  first  time. 

We  now  have  a  number  of  committees  and  discussion 
groups  which  have  reports  elsewhere  in  this  newsletter.  If 
any  member  is  interested  in  the  activities  of  any  group,  feel 
free  to  contact  the  chair  or  any  of  the  officers.  We  would 
like  to  get  as  many  people  involved  in  the  chapter's 
activities  as  possible.  Also,  if  there  is  some  issue  you  think 
the  chapter  should  address,  please  let  me,  Carolyn  Johnson, 
or  Joy  Pile,  Member-at-Large,  know  about  it,  whether  it  be 
a  program  idea  or  a  more  general  concern. 


If  any  of  you  would  like  to  host  a  meeting  in  the  future, 
please  let  me  know.  The  Committee  is  seeking  a  site  for 
the  Spring  1996  session.  If  you  have  any  ideas  for  topics 
or  know  of  interesting  speakers,  please  contact  me  or  any 
member  of  the  Program  Committee. 


Carolyn  A  Johnson 
Connecticut  College 
cajoh@conncoll.bitnet 


(203)  439-2710 


CHAPTER  ELECTION  RESULTS 


Carolyn  Johnson,  Connecticut  College,  is  the  new  Vice- 
Chair/Chair-Elect.  Candy  Feldt,  Tufts  University,  is  the 
new  Secretary/Treasurer.    Congratulations  to  both! 

And  now  for  the  moment  you've  all  been  waiting  for  ... 
(drumroll,  please).  The  membership  voted  NEMLA  (as 
in  THEMla)  as  the  preferred  pronunciation  of  the  name  of 
the  chapter. 

Thanks  to  the  chapter  members  who  agreed  to  run  for 
office.  It  was  an  excellent  slate  and  the  Nomination 
Committee  is  to  be  applauded  for  its  efforts. 

Ann  Caldwell 


NEWS  OF  NEMLA  MEMBERS  ■ 


Michael  Rogan  is  the  new  Head  Librarian  at  Bakalar 
Music  Library,  The  Longy  School  of  Music.  He  will  retain 
his  e-mail  accounts  at  Brandeis  for  at  least  another  year, 
while  he  remains  a  full-time  PhD  candidate  there.  His  new 
work  address  and  phone  are:  The  Longy  School  of  Music, 
One  Follen  Street,  Cambridge,  MA,  02138,  W  (617)  876- 
0956,  xl24;  FAX  (617)  876-9326. 


NEW  NEMLA  MEMBERS 


Jane  Beebe 
Amy  Bernstein 
Claudia  Kramer  Bissett 
Sandy  Brooks 
Marilyn  Butler 

Suzanne  Eggleston 
Margaret  Gardner 
Fern  Hieb 
Douglas  Hinman 
Sheila  Hogg 
Alan  Karass 
Rebecca  Koblick 
Janette  Lallier 

David  Marcum 
Peter  Mundstedt 
Philip  Ponella 
Fawn  Rooke 
Wendy  Sistrunk 
Keith  Stetson 
Metro  Voloshin 
Douglas  Wray 

Welcome! 


Amherst  College 

Simmons  College 

University-Massachusetts  Lowell 

Wesleyan  University 

American  Antiquarian  Society  in 

Worcester 

Yale  University 

Wheaton  College 

Harvard  University 

University  of  Rhode  Island 

Brown  University 

Holy  Cross 

Simmons  College 

Southern      Connecticut      State 

University 

Middlebury  College 

MIT 

University  of  Hartford 

Bates  College 

Tufts  University 

Fairfield  University 

Boston  Public  Library 

Simmons  College 


FUTURE  CHAPTER  MEETINGS 

Mark  your  calendars  NOW! 


Fall  1993  University-Massachusetts  Lowell  (Lowell, 

MA),  Richard  Slapsys 
Spring  1994        Providence  Public  Library  (Providence,  RI), 

Susan  Waddington,  Margaret  Chevian 
Fall  1994  Williams    College    (Williamstown,    MA), 

Robin  Kibler 
Spring  1995        Colby  College  (Waterville,  ME),  Tony  Hess 
Fall  1995  Middlebury    College    (Middlebury,    VT), 

Jerry  McBride,  Joy  Pile 


the  feds,  anyway)  tax  status  of  NEMLA  and  the  other 
MLA  Chapters. 

Jim  Farrington,  Co-Chair 
Publications  Committee 


Cataloging  Discussion  Group  Report  [ 


The  Cataloging  Discussion  Group  began  by  working  on  our 
current  project-the  list  of  sources  that  we  find  helpful  for 
cataloging  music.  We  looked  at  the  list,  which  grew  out  of 
the  discussion  at  our  last  meeting,  and  suggested  additions. 
Then  we  talked  about  starting  another  project-creating  a 
union  list  of  sources  that  we  find  useful  for  authority  work, 
both  names  and  uniform  titles.  We  may  use  the  Lois 
Kuyper-Rushing  list  of  thematic  indexes  and  reference 
books  used  at  LC  as  a  starting  point.  Joy  Pile  will  be 
coordinating  the  names  list;  Mickey  Koth  the  uniform  titles 
list.  At  the  next  meeting  we  hope  to  present  information 
on  format  integration. 

Sharon  Saunders 
Bates  College 


Bibliographic  Instruction  Interest  Group 


Anyone  who  would  like  to  be  a  part  of  the  Bibliographic 
Instruction  Interest  Group  should  contact  me  between  July 
22  and  the  end  of  August.  I  would  like  to  establish  a  time 
for  us  to  meet  during  the  Fall  NEMLA  chapter  meeting 
to  discuss  issues  and  possible  activities  and  projects.  I 
need  to  know  how  many  people  might  be  joining  us  or  are 
interested  but  cannot  make  the  Fall  meeting.  It  would  also 
be  helpful  if  you  could  give  me  some  information  on  your 
particular  areas  of  interest  and  expertise. 

Dorothy  Bognar 

University  of  Connecticut,  Cookson  Music  Library,  U-153, 

876  Coventry  Road,  Storrs,  CT  06269-1153 

W  (203)  486-2503     e-mail:  hbladm22@uconnvm 


;:ig|  Publications  Committee  Report  \ 


The  Publications  Committee  met  over  lunch  at  the  Spring 
meeting  at  Connecticut  College.  We  have  decided  to  go 
forth  quickly  with  the  Resource  Directory  of  individuals 
since  we  have  found  ways  to  cut  printing  costs.  We  expect 
this  to  be  ready  for  distribution  this  summer. 

The  Directory  of  Music  Libraries  and  Collections  in  New 
England  is  also  being  revised.  Copies  of  existing  entries 
have  been  distributed  and  are  now  being  returned  to  Jim 
Farrington,  who  will  be  editing  the  volume  this  summer. 
We  expect  the  Directory  to  be  ready  for  distribution  by 
early  Fall.  Much  of  this  depends  on  our  plans  for 
advertising  to  help  offset  costs,  but  our  ability  to  approach 
potential  advertisers  is  hampered  by  the  undetermined  (by 


FROM  THE  OUT-GOING  | 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 


I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chapter  for  all  the  support, 
cooperation,  and  assistance  I  have  gotten  during  my  tenure 
as  Secretary/Treasurer.  It  has  been  an  honor  and  pleasure 
to  serve  NEMLA,  and  to  work  with  such  talented  and 
generous  officers:  Tish  Brennan,  Ann  Caldwell,  Mickey 
Koth,  Joy  Pile,  Ken  Pristash,  and  Suzanne  Risley.  I  wish 
Candy  Feldt  all  the  best  as  she  takes  over  the  books  this 
summer.  She  will  be  a  superb  Secretary/Treasurer  and  the 
Chapter  is  fortunate  to  have  her.   Many  thanks  to  all. 


Lisa  M.  Redpath 

Outgoing  Secretary/Treasurer 


:;:^l  Minutes  from  the  Business  Meeting  H^: 

Election  results 

The  business  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  1:45  PM  by 
Suzanne  Risley.  Election  results  were  announced:  Carolyn 
Johnson  will  be  Vice-Chair/Chair-Election  and  Candy  Felt 
will  be  the  new  Secretary-Treasurer.  Also,  the  official 
pronunciation  is  NEMLA  (as  in  themla,  not  neemla). 

By-Law  Amendments 

The  chapter  reviewed  the  by-law  revisions  that  were 
proposed  in  the  March  1993  Newsletter.  Jerry  McBride 
questioned  the  use  of  the  word  "shall"  in  Article  VII.l.c: 
"Its  [the  Membership  Committee]  membership  shall  consist 
of  a  representative  from  the  following  areas."  Suzanne 
Risley  explained  that  the  intent  of  the  phrase  was  to 
include  these  representatives  whenever  possible.  Also, 
subsection  "c"  will  state  "a  radio  or  TV  station  or  other 
special  library."  Ken  Crilly  asked  for  a  clarification  about 
the  duties  of  the  Member-at-Large  in  regards  to  attendance 
at  AMS,  CMS,  and  other  professional  meetings  (Article 
IV.4).  Mickey  Koth  explained  that  such  responsibilities 
pertained  mostly  to  the  exchange  of  literature  about  these 
organizations.  Whenever  possible,  the  Member-at-Large  is 
encouraged  to  attend  meetings  of  other  organizations.  The 
by-laws  referendum  will  be  included  in  the  June  1993 
Newsletter. 

Committee  Reports 

Three  committees  gave  reports.  Carol  Tatian  described  the 
"road  shows"  that  the  Membership  Committee  took  to  the 
University  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  Southern  Connecticut 
University  Library  Schools.  The  committee  spoke  to 
library  school  students  in  order  to  provide  information 
about  NEMLA  and  to  encourage  them  to  call  upon  music 
resource  librarians  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
library  school  audiences  included  non-music  specialists  as 
well  as  future  music  librarians. 

On  behalf  of  the  Program  Committee,  Ann  Caldwell 
commended  Carolyn  Johnson  for  her  work  in  setting  up 
such  an  excellent  meeting.  The  Fall  meeting  will  be  held 
at  U-Mass  Lowell  (Richard  Slapsys  will  be  host).  They 
may  focus  on  the  Sound  Recordings  Technology  program 
at  Lowell.  Comments  about  meetings  and  suggestions 
should  be  sent  to  the  NEMLA  Board.  Ann  Caldwell  also 
tried  to  get  ideas  from  other  chapters,  and  joint 
programming  of  the  Fall  1995  meeting  may  be  possible. 
Since  the  meeting  will  be  held  at  Middlebury  College,  we 
may  be  able  to  coordinate  a  meeting  with  the  New  York 
State  Chapter. 

Jim  Farrington  reported  on  the  Publications  Committee. 
The  update  of  the  Directory  of  Music  Library  and 
Collections  in  New  England  is  in  the  works  and  should  be 
available  by  September  1.  Each  librarian  should  check 
her/his  institutional  entry  for  accuracy.  Pam  Juengling 
requested  that  we  include  librarians  who  work  at  locations 


that  are  different  from  the  music  library,  such  as  music 
catalogers  who  work  in  the  main  library.  Jim  instructed 
the  membership  to  include  special  addresses  or  e-mail 
addresses  in  order  to  facilitate  the  communication  with 
these  librarians.  Corrections  should  be  sent  to  Jim 
Farrington  by  June  1.  In  order  to  finance  this  directory, 
we  have  applied  for  additional  funding  from  the  MLA 
Board.  Moreover,  we  may  include  advertising  from  local 
vendors.  Don  Roberts  informed  us  that  we  probably  have 
a  federal  tax  exempt  status,  but  we  may  have  to  investigate 
the  necessity  of  having  a  state  tax  exempt  status.  The 
Resource  Directory  will  be  in  available  in  May  or  June. 

Secretary/Treasurer's  report 

Lisa  Redpath  gave  an  update  on  the  chapter's  financial 
status.  As  noted  above,  we  have  applied  for  additional 
funding  from  the  MLA  Board.  The  chapter  does  not 
collect  enough  revenue  to  support  all  of  its  publications. 
A  dues  increase  may  be  necessary,  but  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  cover  all  expenses.  Membership  has  remained 
consistent  (97  regular  members,  13  student/retired,  1 
institutional). 

The  budget  will  be  implemented  on  July  1,  and  committee 
chairs  and  others  who  will  need  chapter  funding  must 
submit  their  requests  as  soon  as  possible. 

Lisa  will  work  closely  with  Candy  Feldt  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  transition  this  summer. 

Newsletter  report 

Mickey  Koth  reminded  us  that  submissions  for  the 
Newsletter  need  to  be  received  by  June  1.  Also,  Mickey 
needs  to  have  corrections/changes  to  the  Resource 
Directory  immediately  (May  8). 

Announcements 

Jerry  McBride  and  Peter  Munstedt  will  make  a 
presentation  on  collection  development  of  sound  recordings 
at  the  NELA  meeting  in  September,  1993,  in  Burlington, 
VT.    All  are  encouraged  to  attend. 

Dorothy  Bognar  announced  the  BI  Discussion  Group  will 
continue  and  she  will  be  communicating  with  the 
participants  via  e-mail  regarding  future  meetings.  The 
group  will  meet  at  the  Fall  1993  meeting. 

Paula  Matthews  reminded  us  that  the  Public  Library 
Committee  of  ALA  will  be  presenting  "Taking  the  Mystery 
Out  of  Music  Reference"  in  June. 

Also,  Priscilla  McCarty  will  be  retiring  July  1.  The  chapter 
wishes  her  much  happiness  and  luck  with  all  the  traveling 
she  has  planned.  All  are  encouraged  to  make  a 
contribution  to  the  Duckies  Fund  in  her  honor  rather 
purchase  a  separate  gift. 

Submitted  by  Lisa  M.  Redpath 


Planning  for  Technology  | 
in  the  Music  library 

by  Jerry  McBride 
Middlebury  College 


L  Introduction 


Nothing  is  more  fraught  with  risk  than  trying  to  predict  the 
future.  Yet  most  libraries  must  now  cope  with  the  rapid 
pace  of  technological  innovation.  Is  there  any  way  that 
librarians  can  plan  and  budget  for  the  adoption  of  newer 
technologies?  What  sorts  of  special  challenges  do  music 
libraries  face  as  opposed  to  more  general  libraries?  What 
will  be  presented  here  is  intended  to  stimulate  discussion 
-to  pose  questions  for  librarians  to  consider  when 
confronted  with  the  prospect  of  rapid  technological  change 
in  the  music  library  as  it  exists  at  the  present. 

n.  Considerations 

A.  What  types  of  technology  do  you  want  in  the  music 
library?  Or  more  specifically:  What  kinds  of  audio,  video, 
and  computer  equipment  do  you  want  in  the  library? 
Audio  technology  is  a  given  in  almost  all  music  libraries 
and  computer  catalogs  are  nearly  as  prevalent.  In  the  not 
too  distant  past,  there  were  fewer  choices.  Most  libraries 
had  only  to  choose  between  LP  vinyl  discs,  reel-to-reel 
tapes,  and  cassettes.  Some  may  have  had  collections  of  78 
RPM  discs  and  maybe  a  few  cylinders  in  their  special 
collections  or  archives.  Now  a  rapidly  developing  array  of 
digital  technologies  are  emerging  to  be  added  to  fairly 
significant  collections  of  older  formats.  How  many  of  these 
formats  will  the  library  try  to  maintain?  This  depends 
upon  how  greatly  the  library  invested  in  a  particular  sound 
recording  format  and  to  what  extent  the  library  considers 
its  archival  role  a  significant  part  of  its  mission. 

The  part  that  the  marketplace  plays  in  these  decisions  is 
also  significant.  Will  the  CD  remain  as  a  major  recording 
technology  or  will  it  lose  ground  to  the  MiniDisc  or  the 
Digital  Compact  Cassette?  No  doubt,  librarians  will  wait 
to  see  how  large  recording  catalogs  grow  for  these  two 
media  and  assess  user  demand  before  adding  these  formats. 

1.  What  will  be  the  dominant  format  in  the  library?   In  a 

period  of  transition  from  an  older  technology  to  a  newer 
one,  there  may  be  several  important  recording  formats.  In 
our  library,  the  LP  recording  was  considered  to  be  the 
preferred  recording  format,  and  cassette  and  reel-to-reel 
tapes  were  never  purchased  except  when  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  meet  a  need  of  the  curriculum.  When  it  was 
clear  that  CDs  were  a  superior  technology  and  an  excellent 
library  medium,  we  switched  our  collection  policy  to  favor 
CDs  above  all  other  recording  media  and  began  to  replace 
turntables  with  CD  players.  After  seven  years  of  collecting 
CDs,  the  library  has  a  ratio  of  LPs  to  CDs  of  about  four 
to  one,  but  the  circulation  statistics  show  a  ratio  of  about 


one  to  two.  Library  users  clearly  prefer  CDs.  We  may 
eventually  archive  the  LP  collection;  however,  that  is  still 
a  long  way  off. 

In  this  transitional  period,  we  have  equal  numbers  of 
playback  equipment  for  CDs,  LPS,  and  cassettes. 
(Although  cassettes  are  a  small  part  of  our  collection,  the 
music  department  uses  cassettes  for  class  listening 
assignments.)  However,  should  additional  formats  need  to 
be  added,  it  would  be  necessary  to  subtract  from  the  other 
equipment  to  make  room  for  the  newer  players. 

2.  Will  the  library  attempt  to  replace  recordings  in  older 
formats  with  equivalent  versions  in  the  new  formats?  How 
will  the  library  budget  for  these  replacement  expenses? 

Since  library  users  clearly  prefer  CDs,  we  decided  to 
allocate  a  certain  percentage  of  the  materials  budget  for 
replacement.  Currently,  if  an  identical  performance  is 
acquired  on  CD,  the  LP  version  is  withdrawn. 

3.  Will  the  music  library  include  video  recordings?    The 

availability  of  opera,  musical  theater,  and  other  musical 
video  recordings  are  too  tempting  to  exclude  from  a  music 
collection.  Video  also  poses  many  of  the  same  issues  as 
sound  recordings.  Will  the  library  collect  cassettes  or  laser 
discs?  If  cassettes  are  collected,  will  they  be  VHS  or  Beta? 
Will  there  be  any  equipment  for  foreign  cassettes  in  the 
PALS  format?  The  VHS  format  seems  to  dominate  video 
sales  in  this  country.  Companies  producing  laser  discs  have 
been  slow  to  build  their  catalogs;  however,  the  choices  are 
improving  steadily.  Like  CDs,  laser  discs  are  a  superior 
library  material  because  of  their  durability  and  superior 
sound  and  picture  quality.  In  addition,  laser  discs  have  the 
added  advantage  of  being  able  to  interface  with  computers, 
allowing  for  the  possibility  of  multi-media  instructional 
uses.  There  is  also  an  important  distinction  to  be  made 
here  between  CLV  discs  and  CAV  discs.  In  the  latter, 
each  individual  frame  is  indexed,  making  it  easier  to 
interface  computer  programs  with  the  laser  disc.  Naturally, 
CAV  discs  are  more  expensive.  However,  it  is  also 
possible  to  access  CLV  discs  using  the  computer  to  direct 
the  laser  disc  player  to  start  and  stop  at  selected  points  on 
the  disc  by  using  the  timings. 

4.  Will  the  library  invest  in  video  playback  equipment?  It 

would  seem  that  this  would  be  no  different  than  for  sound 
recordings.  However,  copyright  issues  are  raised. 
Depending  on  your  interpretation  of  the  copyright  law's 
definition  of  public  performance,  the  library  may  be 
required  to  pay  royalties  for  allowing  users  to  view  videos 
in  the  library.  In  some  cases,  this  is  clear.  For  instance, 
if  the  library  schedules  a  showing  in  a  room  in  the  library 
and  charges  admission,  the  producer  of  the  video  recording 
should  be  paid  for  the  performance.  For  academic 
institutions,  if  a  professor  uses  a  library's  seminar  room  to 
show  a  video  as  part  of  class  instruction,  no  fee  would  be 
due  the  producer.  This  is  because  the  law  allows  for  "face- 
to-face    classroom    instruction"    under    a    fair-use-like 


provision  with  regard  to  the  public  showing  of  video 
recordings.  The  usual  library  situation  is  less  clear.  For 
example,  would  it  be  a  copyright  infringement  to  allow  a 
single  individual  or  small  group  of  individuals  to  view  a 
video  in  the  library  for  their  own  entertainment,  research, 
or  for  a  class  assignment  if  the  library  does  not  schedule  or 
publicly  announce  the  showing  or  charge  admission?  It  is 
less  clear  whether  this  constitutes  a  public  performance 
subject  to  the  payment  of  fees.  The  library  will  need  to 
decide  how  much  risk  to  assume. 

5.  What  role  will  computers  play  in  the  library? 
Staff  computers:  We  definitely  need  computers  to  do  our 
jobs  effectively  and  efficiently.  How  many  computers  for 
staff  are  needed?  One  for  each  person,  or  computers 
devoted  to  different  tasks  that  need  to  be  done  in  the 
library?  We  are  increasingly  moving  away  from  the  latter 
and  toward  the  personal  multi-purpose  workstation.  Will 
computer  configurations  differ  for  reference  and  cataloging 
personnel?  Will  you  need  color  or  mono-chrome 
monitors?  Will  all  of  the  computers  require  printers? 
Will  a  LAN  be  cost-effective?  These  questions  will  need 
to  be  answered  for  each  staff  member  according  to  the 
tasks  and  duties  performed. 

Public  computers:  Many  libraries  have  public  access 
catalogs,  and  CD-ROM  bibliographic  databases  are 
becoming  more  common;  but  what  about  general  computer 
use?  Will  the  library  provide  computer  hardware  and 
software  for  workstations  for  public  use?  If  the  answer  is 
yes,  the  library  may  want  to  install  at  least  a  common  word 
processing  package.  Site  licensing  becomes  essential  for 
facilities  with  multiple  computers  available  for  public  use. 
Site  licenses  may  help  lower  the  cost  of  the  software  or 
may  allow  the  software  to  be  mounted  on  a  main-frame 
computer.  For  music  libraries,  this  becomes  even  more 
interesting  because  there  is  the  possibility  of  multi-media 
applications.  Two  impending  developments  are  significant 
here.  Within  the  next  year  or  two,  computer 
manufacturers  are  planning  to  produce  personal  computers 
with  a  CD-ROM  drive  as  a  standard  component.  This 
means  that  more  and  more  people  will  be  familiar  with 
CD-ROM  technology.  Computers  equipped  with  a  CD- 
ROM  drive  are  able  to  play  music  from  an  audio  CD. 
This  is  an  exciting  development  for  creating  a  music 
scholar's  or  musician's  workstation.  It  is  possible  to  switch 
back  and  forth  between  listening  to  an  audio  signal  and 
working  on  a  textual  document  or  composition. 

This  brings  up  the  whole  subject  of  music  writing  software 
and  midi-interfaces  and  whether  the  music  library  is  the 
appropriate  location  for  these  technologies.  The  presence 
of  music  writing  software  is  not  much  more  than  an 
extension  of  word  processing,  although  considerably  more 
complex.  The  presence  of  midi  raises  additional  issues  of 
space  and  furnishings.  Also,  a  number  of  libraries  offer 
computerized   ear-training   programs   within   the   facility. 


Acquiring  ear-training  programs  that  can  be  checked  out  of 
the  library  much  like  ear-training  texts  is  another  approach. 

II.  Administrative  Considerations 

A  Inter-institutional  Cooperation 

Once  the  library  has  decided  the  types  and  levels  of 
technology  that  are  desirable  in  the  areas  of  audio,  video, 
and  computer,  how  will  these  resources  be  administered 
and  maintained?  Are  there  any  other  units  within  the 
organization  which  are  already  providing  these  services  or 
could  provide  these  services  more  effectively  than  the  music 
library?  In  academic  settings,  cooperation  between 
computing,  media  centers,  and  the  library  is  essential  for 
successful  implementation  of  increased  technology  in  the 
music  library.  If  it  is  decided  that  the  library  is  the  most 
effective  location  for  these  types  of  technology,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  clearly  articulate  why  this  is  and  how  the 
library's  use  of  these  technologies  differs  from  already 
existing  facilities.  This  can  be  a  very  hard  sell  unless  the 
library  is  in  the  vanguard  and  has  well-defined  plans. 

All  of  this  new  technology  has  staff  implications.  Who  is 
going  to  insure  that  it  is  properly  maintained?  Who  is 
going  to  help  library  users  operate  the  equipment?  Most 
of  these  duties  will  fall  on  our  staff  for  the  routine  day-to- 
day functions  and  maintenance.  However,  for  equipment 
repairs,  it  may  be  possible  to  call  upon  technicians  in  other 
departments  within  the  institution  or  it  may  have  to  be 
purchased  from  the  outside  on  a  case-by-case  basis  or  as  a 
maintenance  contract. 

Software  maintenance  can  be  greatly  aided  by  using 
protection  software.  These  software  packages  assign 
different  levels  of  security  to  different  categories  of  users. 
Thus,  access  to  the  system  operating  software  can  be 
blocked  to  the  general  public  so  that  the  programs 
operating  software  cannot  be  damaged  or  erased.  On  our 
public  access  computers,  the  software  is  protected  by  one 
of  these  programs,  and  the  software  on  each  computer's 
hard  disc  is  rewritten  every  time  the  computer  is  started. 
This  insures  that  the  hard  disc  retains  enough  memory  at 
all  times  and  does  not  fill  up  with  unwanted  files. 

How  much  support  will  be  offered  for  instruction  in  the 
use  of  computer  software  packages?  This  depends  on  the 
knowledge  of  your  staff  and  the  time  they  have  available  to 
help  library  users  with  software.  Few  libraries  will  be  in  a 
position  to  offer  this  kind  of  support  and  will  rely  on  other 
units  within  the  institution  or  community  to  provide  this 
kind  of  instruction. 

B.  Space  and  Furnishings 

Where  is  all  of  this  equipment  going  to  go  and  how  will  it 
be  housed  in  the  library?  It  will  most  likely  have  to  come 
from  existing  public  spaces.    Study  space  and  carrels  may 


have  to  be  converted  for  this  use.  The  25-30  square  feet 
generally  required  for  a  study  space  will  need  to  be 
enlarged  when  equipment  is  added. 

Furnishings  become  critical  in  this  equation.  An  innovative 
furniture  design  can  make  or  break  the  space  equation  and 
spell  success  or  disaster  for  a  media  facility.  Just  placing 
the  equipment  on  a  standard  study  carrel  or  a  table  may  be 
the  only  option  in  the  short  term,  but  it  will  probably  not 
be  adequate.  The  most  important  principle  to  remember 
here  is:  flexibility.  Since  technology  is  changing  so  rapidly, 
the  furniture  must  be  able  to  accommodate  different  sizes 
and  types  of  equipment  and  people.  Ergonomics  and  wire 
management  are  also  crucial  in  selecting  effective 
furnishings.  Having  wires  hanging  all  over  the  furniture 
is  unsightly  and  also  impractical,  as  library  users  may  be 
tempted  to  unplug  and  rearrange  cords  whenever 
something  is  not  functioning  to  their  satisfaction. 

Security  is  also  a  consideration.  With  all  of  that  high- 
priced  equipment  available  to  the  public,  someone  is  bound 
to  try  to  make  off  with  it.  There  are  a  wide  range  of 
options  available,  from  simple  locking  mechanisms  to  high- 
tech  fiber  optic  alarms  systems  that  can  be  wired  to  a 
central  security  monitoring  system.  The  library  will 
undoubtedly  need  some  form  of  protection. 

C  Budgeting 

How  will  all  of  these  needs  for  new  technology  be 
financed?  Since  new  technology  becomes  obsolete  so 
quickly,  a  regular  replacement  cycle  needs  to  be  considered 
for  budgeting.  How  will  the  current  budget  be  adjusted  to 
accommodate  these  needs?  These,  of  course,  are  the 
difficult  question  of  the  1990s. 

IH  Conclusion 

These  are  only  some  of  the  questions  raised  by  increased 
technological  resources  in  the  music  library,  but  I  hope 
that  it  is  a  stepping  stone  to  a  continuing  discussion. 


INTERVIEWS  WITH 
NEW  NEMLA  MEMBERS 


[The  following  letter  was  intercepted  by  your  vigilant 
Editor,  for  all  our  benefit.] 

My  dearest  talented  one, 

So  sorry  not  to  see  you  on  Saturday  the  8th  of  May.  Our 
Spring  meeting  at  Connecticut  College  was  so  lovely;  such 
a  beautiful  campus  on  such  a  beautiful  day.  But  you  know, 
there  were  some  folks  wandering  around  with  yellow 
ribbons  attached  to  their  name  tags.  Since  the  country  is 
not  currently  at  war,  one  was  left  to  wonder  what 
awareness  was  being  promoted  (if  support  for  AIDS 
awareness  is  indicated  by  a  red  ribbon,  and  breast  cancer 
awareness  by  a  pink  ribbon,  and  racial  violence  by  a  white 
ribbon,  etc.,  then  yellow  could  be...  ?)  Well,  it  was  for  first 
time  attendees  of  a  NEMLA  meeting!  We  had  some 
library  school  students,  and  some  new  members,  and  even 
Don  Roberts,  Past  President  of  MLA  with  us.  You  should 
have  been  there!  I  introduced  myself  to  our  newest 
colleagues  to  the  area~and  what  charming  fellows  they 
both  are.  (I  don't  know  what  I  was  expecting,  except  that 
I  knew  that  they  both  came  here  from  the  Midwest,  which 
is  always  the  poor  victim  of  East  Coast  humor! 

Well,  the  most  recent  music  librarian  to  hit  town  is  David 
Gilbert,  now  out  at  Wellesley.  (Was  I  mentioning  beautiful 
campuses?)  David  came  here  in  March  from  the 
University  of  Illinois  (Champaign-Urbana)  where  he  is 
finishing  his  PhD  in  Musicology  on  The  Academie  des 
Beaux  Arts  and  Music  in  France,  1797-1830."  He  says  he 
still  has  some  archival  research  to  do  in  France  and  I  say 
green  with  envy  is  not  my  best  color.  He  was  too  kind  to 
notice,  probably  because  he  is  actually  a  born  and  bred 
Virginian  and  a  true  gentleman.  He  received  his  BA  from 
Virginia  Commonwealth  University  in  composition,  and  he 
still  composes  occasionally  (songs,  mostly).  He 
transplanted  himself  to  the  Midwest  for  library  school,  at 
the  University  of  Chicago,  no  less!  (Those  were  the  days 
when  you  had  to  write  a  thesis  to  be  a  librarian.  Where 
will  we  train  our  future  professionals?  Alas,  that's  a 
different  letter.)  David  worked  at  ALA  headquarters  for 
a  year,  and  then  went  to  the  University  of  Illinois 
(Chicago)  to  work  in  data  processing  on  a  cooperative 
project  between  the  library  and  the  computer  center. 
(Such  a  hot  field,  do  you  ever  feel  amazed  at  the  increasing 
complexity  of  your  chosen  profession,  like  I  do?)  David 
feels  that  librarianship-particularly  "music*  librarianship-is 
*his*  chosen  profession,  too.  When  people  ask  him  if 
when  he  finishes  his  PhD  he  wants  to  teach,  he  admits  to 
liking  being  a  music  librarian  (although  it  would  be  nice  to 
do  both,  he  admits).  We  can  certainly  understand  that! 
He  is  already  using  those  scholarly  skills,  though,  to  edit  a 
volume  of  the  New  Berlioz  Edition  (volume  6,  Prix  de 
Rome). 


Do  you  believe  that  during  all  this  David  was  actively 
performing  as  well?  He  particularly  enjoys  early  music, 
and  sang  with  several  groups,  including  His  Majesty's 
Clerkes!  I  was  impressed.  Of  course  he  is  looking  forward 
to  the  Boston  Early  Music  Festival  and  all  the  cultural 
opportunities  Boston  has  to  offer.  But  not  only  that;  he's 
planning  a  trip  to  the  White  Mountains.  David  really 
enjoys  backpacking  and  camping.  I  hope  so,  because  if  he 
doesn't  find  a  permanent  place  to  live  soon,  he'll  have  to 
practice  those  camping  skills  on  somebody's  front  lawn!  If 
I  knew  of  anyplace,  I'd  certainly  tell  him,  and  I  know  you 
would  too. 

Another  yellow  beribboned  fellow  was  Metro  Voloshin,  and 
you  know,  he  wasn't  'originally*  from  the  Midwest,  either! 
(Maybe  I  won't  have  to  bring  up  my  East  Coast  complex 
with  some  therapist,  after  all.)  He  was  born  in  New  Jersey 
on  the  Ides  of  December.  Auspicious  dates  seem  to  play  a 
part  in  his  life-he  moved  to  Boston  on  Friday  the  13th! 
I  didn't  ask  him  what  day  he  left  New  Jersey  for  Kentucky, 
but  it  was  after  he  finished  his  BA  in  music  history  *and* 
his  MA  in  musicology  at  Rutgers.  However,  I  did  find  out 
he  was  on  the  Ed  Sullivan  Show  with  the  Rutgers  Band 
and  Nancy  Sinatra  in  1972  (performing  These  Boots  Are 
Made  For  Walking")!  I'm  not  sure  how  that  connects  with 
his  Master's  Thesis  on  the  early  works  of  Erik  Satie.  Well, 
as  Metro  says,  back  in  those  days,  who  had  to  have  a  plan? 

Metro's  move  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  however,  was  a 
conscious  decision  to  lecve  the  Northeast.  He  signed  on 
with  the  University  of  Kentucky  to  do  his  dissertation 
under  Lesley  Morgan.  The  Secular  Cantatas  of  Nicolas 
Bernier  (1664-1734)"  was  completed  in  1984.  Metro  was 
also  active  in  the  Collegium  at  UKY,  using  his  skills  as  a 
wind  player  on  the  recorder,  the  cornetto,  and  the  baroque 
flute.  He  even  took  treble  viol  lessons  in  order  to  play 
with  the  group,  and  later  conducted  on  a  couple  of 
occasions.  Of  course,  he  is  looking  forward  to  the  Boston 
Early  Music  Festival,  too.  He  may  even  join  the  Boston 
Recorder  Society  in  the  fall.  (He  is  looking  to  hook  up 
with  some  other  performers;  are  you  interested?) 

It  was  under  the  advice  of  his  good  friend  Peter  Munstedt 
(who  is  now  at  MIT-my,  what  an  influx  of  new  blood  we 
are  benefitting  from  here  in  New  England!)  that  Metro 
decided  to  attend  Library  School  at  UKY  from  1985-87. 
He  meant  for  him  to  follow  in  his  footsteps  into  a  nice 
music  library  job,  but  the  market  got  tight  and  Metro 
accepted  an  interesting  but  not  entirely  musical  job  at  the 
Lexington  Public  Library.  He  did  keep  performing,  though; 
this  time,  trumpet  with  the  Central  Kentucky  Concert 
Band.  (I  was  impressed  with  his  versatility  as  a  wind 
player.)  The  Boston  Public  Library  hired  him  away  for 
their  Research  Library  Music  Department  last  November. 
While  admitting  to  being  attracted  to  someday  trying  his 
professional  skills  in  an  academic  library  environment, 
Metro  is  currently  just  immersing  himself  as  much  as 
possible  in  his  new  job  in  the  new-yet-familiar  world  of 


music  librarianship.  (And  certainly  the  Allen  A  Brown 
Collection  is  the  deep  end  of  the  pool,  wouldn't  you  agree? 
What  a  trooper!)  And  Metro  told  me  that  he  hopes  he 
might  have  time  for  some  research  again,  maybe  even  in 
American  music  this  time  (due  to  his  exposure  to  such  a 
rich  heritage  in  Boston  and  represented  in  the  Brown 
Collection).  I  personally  felt  some  relief,  because  talking 
to  David  and  Metro  I  realized  how  *rouill£*  my  skills  *en 
fran?ais*  have  become.  I  will  have  to  go  to  IAML  next 
summer  in  Canada  to  see  if  I  can  get  some  practice. 

Have  to  go  now,  but  I'll  write  again  soon.  If  you  have 
time  this  summer,  do  stop  and  say  hello  to  David  and  to 
Metro-they  are  both  such  fine  chaps,  we  are  lucky  to  have 
them  in  New  England  with  us. 

Thinking  of  you, 

your  hardworking  neighbor 
[Michael  Rogan] 


INTERNET  TIP 


For  anyone  interested  in  the  use  of  the  Internet  in  public 
libraries,  a  list  dedicated  to  that  topic  is  available  (on  the 
Internet,  naturally).  PUBLIB-NET  is  the  discussion  list 
and  is  subscribed  to  by  sending  the  message 

SUBSCRIBE  List  Last  name  First  name 

as  in        SUBSCRIBE  PUBLIB-NET  Smith  Jane 

to:  LISTSERV@NYSERNET.ORG 

To  get  information  about  the  listserver,  send  the  message 
HELP  to  the  same  address. 
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